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Re-calibration of risk



A matter for the board



Reluctance to engage with 
critical stakeholders



Cascading 
responsibilities 
(and costs)
“Companies shall seek contractual assurances from a 
business partner with whom it has a direct business 
relationship that it will ensure compliance with the 
company’s code of conduct and, as necessary, a 
prevention action plan, including by seeking 
corresponding contractual assurances from its 
partners, to the extent that their activities are part of 
the company’s value chain (contractual cascading).”



Reliance on (defunct?) 
private governance 
mechanisms

“Industry cooperation, industry schemes and multi-
stakeholder initiatives can help create additional 
leverage to identify, mitigate, and prevent adverse 
impacts. Therefore it should be possible for companies 
to rely on such initiatives to support the 
implementation of their due diligence obligations”



Sustainable procurement as 
magic bullet



Prospects of (further) exclusion are real



Disengagement is happening!



Key lies in creating incentives for 
mutual engagement


