Government spending (% GDP)

Total government spending, including interest government expenditures, as share of national GDP

70% H

60%

50%
40% ﬁ

30%

20% | / /‘

/‘\ — 48.18% United Kingdom
- L 47.05% Germany

—— 43.73% United States
— 41.22% Japan

10% W

0%
1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2011
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Wagner’s law (adolph wagner 1835-1917)
GDP US in 1870 was around 1% of GDP US 1998
GDP in real prices US in 1900 was 590 billion dollar, 7% of this is 41 billion dollar; today the US public sector expenditure is around 34% of a GDP of 21.4 trillion $ or 7.3 trillion$ or 178 times more money available. 


Public social spending as a share of GDP

Social spending includes, among others, the following areas: health, old age, incapacity-related benefits, family,
active labor market programmes, unemployment, and housing.
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OECD total net social spending (includes private as well as state social spending) in the US is now around 29% of GDP (only France is higher at 31%) this is due to a lot of tax incentives and private social spending


Pages in Federal Register (1936 - 2017)
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