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• Narratives (plural) of European integration/EU
• Underlying assumptions/implicit views
• Political predictions



Instituut voor de Overheid



Instituut voor de Overheid

Narratives of European integration/EU
1. Peace
2. Culture
3. Religion
4. Prosperity
5. Solidarity
6. Democracy
7. …?

- ups & downs
- retorics v. empirics
- presence or absence
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Macron-Merkel
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Religion
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Prosperity
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Solidarity

Presentator
Presentatienotities
Ireland/Brexit
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Democracy

Presentator
Presentatienotities
Single European Act (1985-1986-1987)
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Democracy
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(1) What the EU should do, is to redesign its model with a 
view to effectively combining an ‘open economy’ 
approach (enabling it to be a powerful actor in a global 
economy), with a sufficient level of social protection and 
solidarity, both at the national and the European level.

(2) The EU should redefine its shared values and present a 
more positive common vision of Man as part of a system 
solidarity both at the national and the European level. 

(3) More initiatives are needed to breathe life into the 
European Pillar of Social Rights.

(4) This should not only be to the benefit of the so-called 
movers that are mobile, flexible, skilled, multilingual etc., 
but also to those that find themselves in rather precarious 
circumstances merely because they are, for instance, 
low-skilled or part of a vulnerable group such as young, 
elderly people or migrants. 
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(5) Strengthen the integrated approach (particularly making the 
economic model compatible with social, environmental, climate 
goals) to avoid policy compartimentalisation.
(6) The EU needs greater strategic long-term thinking, a 
broadly shared view on the kind of goals the EU sets itself, for 
instance, what types of societies it wishes to create.
(7) Invest more in fundamental and multidisciplinary research.
(8) More national and European leadership to counteract false 
perceptions and to scale down the sometimes unrealistic 
expectations.
(9) Initiatives to engage with citizens and to reconnect the 
European integration process with the domestic sphere.
(10) The EU has still a global role to play.
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Presentator
Presentatienotities
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/effective-justice/improving-effectiveness-national-justice-systems_en
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The Future of the EU27 (1/2)

• “the Member States!” … but no agreement
• “the EU institutions!” … but no agreement
= slogans (no majorities and nothing concrete)

• Brexit + elections in France and Germany
= 2016-2017 lost year…
• 2018 detailed plans?
• 23-26 May 2019 European elections
= no leap forward neither an implosion
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Presentator
Presentatienotities
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190228IPR29246/new-seat-projections-for-the-next-european-parliament-eu28
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The Future of the EU27 (2/2)

• no big changes unless crisis
• small, incremental steps in a number of policy areas
• differentiated integration: it already exits and even works
• under the waterline = acquis
= the strenght of the status quo

• paradox: change leads to standstill
• EU = dependent, complex and multi-speed

Presentator
Presentatienotities
Enough to do for the politicians
Enough to reflect on for everyone else
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