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* Narratives (plural) of European integration/EU
* Underlying assumptions/implicit views
* Political predictions

Instituut voor de Overheid






Narratives of European integration/EU

Peace

Culture

Religion

Prosperity

Solidarity

Democracy
f. ..?

- ups & downs

- retorics v. empirics

- presence or absence
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THE MIND AND BODY OF EURQPE

As artists, intellectuals and scientists, and first and foremost as citizens, it is our responsibility to join the

debate on the future of Europe, especially now, when so much is at stake. Confidence in Europe needs to be
regained. In light of the current global trends, the values of human dignity and democracy must be reaffirmed.

Populist and nationalist narratives must not prevail,

The Mind and Body of Europe is our respanse to the call of the European Parliament and of the President of
the European Commission to draft a new narrative for Europe for all citizens. This document is not a point of

arrival. Rather it is a catalyst that we hope will trigger more contributions to the debate
We believe that for there to be a true and well-functioning political body in Europe, an understanding of what
Europe as a “state of mind® stands for is vital. We also know that a narrative tying Europe’s distant and recent

past to the present and providing a vision for the future is equally essential

Europe is a state of mind formed and fostered by its spiritual. philosophical, artistic and scientific inheritance,



9 L Government of the Netherlands

Speech by the Prime Minister of the Netherlands, Mark
Rutte, at the Bertelsmann Stiftung, Berlin

Speech | 02-03-2018

Underpromise and overdeliver: fulfilling the promise of Europe

Lofty visions do not create jobs or security. Nor does shouting from the ends of the political spectrum.
Only hard work, Schritt fir Schritt, produces results that benefit people in their daily lives. If we do that,

and keep encouraging and calling each other to account, | have no doubt that we will fulfil the basic

promise of Europe.

Thank you.
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Peace
M

T2 paix mondiale no sauralt Stre snuvegerdie sons
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LA des efforts ordateurs A la mesure des dongers gui la menncent,
R

La contribution qu'une Furcpe organisde ot vivnnte
Pout agporter & ln civilisntion est indispensable an mintien
dea relntions preifignes. Bn ae frlsent depuis plus de 20 ans
lo chempien d'une Europe unle, la Fronce o tonjonrs ou pour
objot essenticl de mervir la peix, L'Europe m'a pas 6t faite,
nous avona eu la guorro.

L'Burope ne sc fera pas d'un coup, ni dons une cons-
tructicn d'ensomblo : clle se forp, pg\z-?oa rénlisations conord-
EB créent d'abord wne solidarits de faib, Lo russnhlsmn::es
nations ouropdonncs o Pposition sdoulaire de 1n
France ot de 1'Allemegme soit ¢liminde : 1'aotion entreprise
dolt toncher am premier ohef 1a France ot 1'Allerngne.

o o o B |

Dams oo but, le Gouvernomont Frangais propose de
el
porter immédiatement 1'action sir un Point 1lizité mode dbolsif;

Le ernepont Frangois [} laser 1'onscme

ble do la preduction franoo-allemande de charbon ot d'acier,

Sous uno Hnwte Autoritd comsmuno, dens wie or dsation ouverto
—— ——————_=_ Jolhno, dans uno organisatdon ouverto
& 1n participation des autres pays A'Burops.

Ln zise on comn des preductions do charbon ot
d'acler Assurera immédintoment ll'établissomont do bases comim-
ngs do diveloppoucnt dconomigue, preridro dtape do la Féldra~
tion enropienne, et changere lo destin do ccg régions longtomps
voudes & la fabrication dos armoa do guerre dont ollos ont dté
1os plus constontos victines.
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Culture

Kan

kunst de

wereld

redden?

nWEFpEI'I'H Culierele hoofdetad con Eerepo
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Religion

UNE EUROPE
VATICANE? |

Philippe Chenmux

Entra e Plan Marshail of les Tmités de Roma
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Prosperity

MARCHE
COMMUN

de notre temps »

chomage
ou
prospérifé ?
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Solidarity

TITEL IIL
SO0CTALE POLITIEE

HOOFDSTUK 1
Soclale bepalingen

Artikel 117

Die Lid.Staten erkennen de noodzaak, verbetering van de levens.
standanrd en van de arbeidsvocrwaarden van de werknemers te
bevorderen, zodat de onderlinge aanpassing daarvan op de weg
van de voornitgang wordt mogelijk pemaskt,

Zij zijn van mening dat een dergelijke ontwikkeling zal voort-
vloeien, zowel nit de werking van de gemeenschappelijlie markt
waardoor de harmonisatie der sociale stelsels zal worden bevorderd,
ala nit de in dit Verdrag bepaslde procedures en het nader tob
elkaar brengon van wettelijke en bestuunrsrechtelijlie bepalingen.

Artikel 118
Onverminderd de overige bepalingen van dit Verdrag en over-
ecenkomstip de algemene doelstellingen dasrvan heeft de Com.
missie tot task, tussen de Lid-Staten een nanwe samenwerking op
socianl gebied to hevorderen, met name op het terrein

— van de werkgelegenheid,

o e erogotin o s voomge vorig SOLIDARITY CITIES

— van de sociale zeleerheid,

— van de bescherming tegen srbeidsongevallen en beroeps-
zlelcten,

— van de arbeidshygisne,

— van het recht zich te organiseren in vakverenigingen en
van collectieve onderhandelingen tussem werkgevera en werk-
NEMET,

Te dien einde is de Commissie in nauw contact met de Lid-
Btaten werkzaam door het verrichten van studies, het uithbrengen
van adviezen en het organiseren van overleg zowel omirent vraag-
glukken die zich voordosn op het nationale plan ale omtrent die
welke de internationale organisaties raken,
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Presentator
Presentatienotities
Ireland/Brexit


Democracy

DETERMINED to work together to promote democracy on the basis of the fundamental rights recognized in
the constitutions and laws of the Member States, in onvention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms and the European Social Charter, ly freedom, equality and social justice,

CONVINCED that the European idea, the results achieved in the fields of economic integration and political
cooperation, and the need for new developments correspond to the wishes of the democractic peoples of

Europe, for whom the European Parliament, elected by universal suffrage, is an indispe means of
expression,

AWARE of the responsibility incumbent upon Europe to aim at speaking ever increasingly with one voice and
to act with consistency and solidarity in order more effectively to protect its common interests and
independence, in particular to display the principles of demogracy and compliance with|the law and with
human rights to which they are attached, so that together th make their own contribution to the
preservation of international peace and security in accordance with the aking entered into by them within

the framework of the United Nations Charter,
Instituut voor de Overheid
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Als we de Belgische democratie willen verbeteren, is het aangewezen om te Kijken
wat we van Europa kunnen leren, vinden STEVEN VAN HECKE en WOUTER WOLFS.

Europese lessen voor Belgische politici

STEVEN
VAN HECKE &
WOUTER WOLFS

Wie? Professar en
miedewerkar bi het
Instriut voor de
Owerheid (aan de
KU Lauven)

Wat? D= interne
ELl-procadures sjn
ean voorbesld voor
de lidstaten, ook
WOar Qe land

In de aanleop naar de verkiezin-
gen op 26 mel maakt deze krant een
il hting van de BEelgische denm-
zo lijkt het wel. He b dlat
wordl geschetst, oogl niet bijzonder
fraal. Terechi. De reeks ‘De onxichi-
bare macht' (D8 16-23 muoart) wees
o e grijie done Warin experie ex-
perts wia ministerigle kabinetten
wetten schrijven, zonder dat daar
duidelijke regels over bestaan. Afge-
lopen weekend legde het artikel ‘Tova-
luatie van vijf jaar parlement’ (15
& april) de vinger op nog een wonde
van de Belgische democratie. Slechts
weinig politici slagen erin die andere
kemtaak van parlementsleden te
vervullen: de regering afdoende con-
troleren.

Miemand betwist die kritiek, noch
s dle dimgnose nicuw. ledereen voell
immers ann dad de int  hygiene
van ons politieke systeem te wensen
overlaat. Onze democratie verdient
dus beter. Maar de vrees s dat we
met alleen wat goede wil en hier en
daar een uitmuniend parlementslid
niet ver mllen raken. Evenzeer op-
vallend: in de zoektocht naar oplos-
singen verwijst niemand naar Euro-
pa. Nochtans wordt van de EU door-
paans een antwoord verwacht op de
prublemen van de lidstaten. Maar op
het vlak van democratie? De EU
heeft toch niemand lessen e geven
nu ze zell worstelt met de 2ogenaam-
de democratic hacksliding in Polen
e Hongarije?

Beter dan de lidstaten

De staat van de democratie in de
EU iz inderdaad verre van perfect.
Ten aanzien van haar eigen lidstaten,
maar ook tegenover derde landen,
bijvoorbesld in het Midden-Oosten.
slaat de Unie een mal figouur, en dat
is zacht uitgedrukt. Maar wat haar

Het Europees Parlermant in Brizssel. & helga

Interne procedures betreft, doel ze
het epvallend beter dan de meeste
lidstaten, inclusief Belgid. We kun-
nen er wellicht nog jets van leren, 2o-
wel op Visams als op federaal niveau.
Een greep uit de lessen die Europa
ons op democratisch vlak te bieden
Thesft:
Belangengroepen die het belead
men de wetgeving van de EU-in-

stellingen willen beinvioeden, mae-
ten zich registreren in het Transpa-
rantieregister en een strikie gedrags-
code volgen. Jedereen die de moeite
doet, kan daardoor zelf de handel en
wandel van de talrijke lobbyisten in
Brussel controleren. De Europese
Commissie monitort ook zelf de nati-
onale regelgeving. In de lijst van lid-
staten is Belgi€ niet eens opgeno-

e, WegEns een lotaal gebrek asn
controle en regelgeving,.

Alle EU-documenten zijn on-
ine beschikbaar, voor burgers
en journalisten. Zelfs wergevende
initiatiewen in een ontwerpfase wor-
den gepubliceerd, en iedersen wordt
uitgenodigd feedback in te sturen.
e websites van de EU-instellingen
zijn een ware goudmijn voor wie

transparantie hoog in het vaandel
d!aap:t Je vindt er zelfs terug welke
smaris en  kabinetslid waar
mad wie over welk onderwerp heeft
gesproken. In Belgié mag je al blij
zijn als alle kabinetsleden op de web-
site van de minister staan.
Dok op Europess viak ontvan-
mgen politieke partijen en frac-
ties subsidies. Maar de controle op
die vorm van overheidsfinanciering
gebeurt door een  onathankelijk
agentschap, niet door de politici zelf,
zoals in Belgie het geval is. Ende con-
trele is niet vrijblijvend. Zo heeft Ma-
rine Let Pen een desl van haar dotatie
meeten terugbetalen, omdat ze Eu-
ropees geld had gebruikt voor de fi-
iering van luar nathomle |I.l|'1.IJ

eerl, wordt aan een hoors
derworpen. Zo dienen kandidaat-
commissarissen in het Europees Par-
lement te slagen voor een mondeling
BXAMEN, Waarin ze moeten bewijzen
dat ze voldoende expertise hebben
op hun beleidsdomeinen. De cultaur
van accountability toont zich ook op
andere viakken. De voorzitter van de
Europese Centrale Bank, nochtans
genietend vAn ©en AULONOOM Sta-
tunl, informeert op geregelde Lijd-
stippen het Enropess Parlement over
het monetaire beleid in de eurosons,
In Relglé stuurt het parlement noodt
eon witnodiging naar de gouverneur
van dbe Mathomale Bank.
Maar analogie met de Ameri-
mkaanse Library of Congress
bouwt het Europees Parlement een
hense stndisdienst v Dankzij deze
Parliamentary Research Service
wordt intern expertise opgebouwd,
die de rol van parlementsleden on-
dersteunt in de controle op de wit-
wvoerende macht van de EU, de Eure-

De websites van de
EU-instellingen zijn een
ware goudmijn voor wie
transparantie hoog in
het vaandel draagt

pese Commissie. In Belgié staan indi-
viduele parlementsleden machteloos
legenover kabinetten en administra-
tios

Onbekend is onbemind

Vol wvan onge politich  Kijken
helaas niel in Eamopese richling voor
o versterking vi eigen demosny
tie. ¥an Bart De Wever, wellicht de
grootste criticus van de Belgische
demoeratie, = bijvoorbeeld gewsten
dat hij geen hoge pet op heeft van Eu-
ropa. Zo gaf hij onlangs Kris Peeters
de Romeinse raad om ‘naar huis te
gaan, zijn bad te laten vollopen en
#ijn aderen open te zetten’

Beter dan hiermee indirect partij-
genoot Geert Bourgeois te schoffe-
ren, die eveneens richting Europees
Farlement trekt, kan hij te rade gaan
bij zijn mieuwe goudhaantjes Sander
Loones en Anneleen Van Bossuyr e
keren niet terug naar Europa, maar
kiezen resoluut voor het fisderale
nivean. Ze kunnen vast hun Enrope-
s& ervaring nuttig gebruiken en, wie
weet, helpen om enkele van onze tips
toe te passen. Ower goedgetrainde
soldaten die het lokale politieke slag-
veld betreden em de oude cultunr
grondig door elkazr schudden, kent
de N-VA-voorzitter vast ook een pit-
tig citaat uit het oude Rome.

Instituut voor de Overheid




KU LEUVEN

Instituut voor de Overheid



Man

Society &
World Economy
Science &
Education Governance

Metaforum
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METAFORUM

Metaforum position paper 17

Futuring Europe

Draft version of the manifesto by the
Metaforum working group, for discussion
at the symposium of 28 November 2018

The working group consists of:
Coordinator: Steven Van Hecke, European integration

Alax Andrione-Moylan, European and global governanca
Katja Biedenkopf enmvironmental governance

Minne Casteels, pharmacology

Paul De Grauwe, internaticnal economics

Raf Geenans, philosophy of law and athics

Elise Muir, European law

Karel Van Acker, sustainable matenals and circular economy

Metaforum KU Leuven
www.kubeuven.be/metaforum
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(1) What the EU should do, is to redesign its model with a
view to effectively combining an ‘open economy’
approach (enabling it to be a powerful actor in a global
economy), with a sufficient level of social protection and
solidarity, both at the national and the European level.

(2) The EU should redefine its shared values and present a
more positive common vision of Man as part of a system
solidarity both at the national and the European level.

(3) More initiatives are needed to breathe life into the
European Pillar of Social Rights.

(4) This should not only be to the benefit of the so-called
movers that are mobile, flexible, skilled, multilingual etc.,
but also to those that find themselves in rather precarious
circumstances merely because they are, for instance,
low-skilled or part of a vulnerable group such as young,
elderly people or migrants.
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(5) Strengthen the integrated approach (particularly making the
economic model compatible with social, environmental, climate
goals) to avoid policy compartimentalisation.

(6) The EU needs greater strateqic long-term thinking, a
broadly shared view on the kind of goals the EU sets itself, for
instance, what types of societies it wishes to create.

(7) Invest more in fundamental and multidisciplinary research.

(8) More national and European leadership to counteract false
perceptions and to scale down the sometimes unrealistic
expectations.

(9) Initiatives to engage with citizens and to reconnect the
European integration process with the domestic sphere.

(10) The EU has still a global role to play.
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@ European Council | Pressrelease | 09/05/2019 | 13:00

The Sibiu Declaration

We, the Leaders of the European Union, have gathered in Sibiu to discuss and look ahead to our common future.

In a few weeks, Europeans will elect their representatives in the European Parliament, forty years after they first exercised
this fundamental right. A Europe re-united in peace and democracy is but one of many achievements. Since its inception,
the European Union, driven by its values and freedoms, has provided stability and prosperity across Europe, within and
beyond its borders. Over the years, it has grown into a major player on the international scene. Gathering around half a
billion citizens, with a competitive single market, it is a leader in worldwide trade, and shapes global politics.

We reaffirm our belief that united, we are stronger in this increasingly unsettled and challenging world. We recognise our
responsibility as Leaders to make our Union stronger and our future brighter, while recognising the European perspective of
other European States. That is why today we unanimously agree on 10 commitments that will help us live up to that
responsibility:

¢ We will defend one Europe - from East to West, from North to South. Thirty years ago millions of people fought for
their freedom and for unity and brought down the Iron Curtain, which had divided Europe for decades. There is no
place for divisions that work against our collective interest.

We will stay united, through thick and thin. We will show each other solidarity in times of need and we will always
stand together. We can and we will speak with one voice.

We will always look for joint solutions, listening to each other in a spirit of understanding and respect.

We will continue to protect our way of life, democracy and the rule of law. The unalienable rights and the
fundamental freedoms of all Europeans were hard fought and will never be taken for granted. We will uphold our
shared values and principles enshrined in the Treaties.

We will deliver where it matters most. Europe will continue to be big on big matters. We will continue to listen to the

concerns and hopes of all Europeans, bringing the Union closer to our citizens, and we will act accordingly, with
ambition and determination. |




We will defend one Europe - from East to West, from North to South. Thirty years ago millions of people fought for
their freedom and for unity and brought down the Iron Curtain, which had divided Europe for decades. There is no
place for divisions that work against our collective interest.

We will stay united, through thick and thin. We will show each other solidarity in times of need and we will always
stand together. We can and we will speak with one voice.

We will always look for joint solutions, listening to each other in a spirit of understanding and respect.

We will continue to protect our way of life, democracy and the rule of law. The unalienable rights and the
fundamental freedoms of all Europeans were hard fought and will never be taken far granted. We will uphold our
shared values and principles enshrined in the Treaties.

We will deliver where it matters most. Furope will continue to be big on big matters. We will continue to listen to the
concerns and haopes of all Furopeans, bringing the Union closer to our citizens, and we will act accordingly, with
ambition and determination.

We will always uphold the principle of fairness, whether it be in the labour market, in welfare, in the economy or in the
digital transformation. We will further reduce disparities between us and we will always help the most vulnerable in
Europe, putting people before politics.

We will give ourselves the means to match our ambitions. We will provide the Union with the means necessary to
attain its objectives and carry through its policies.

We will safeguard the future for the next generations of Europeans. We will invest in young people and build a
Union fit for the future, able to cope with the most pressing challenges of the 21st century.

We will protect our citizens and keep them safe by investing in our soft and hard power and by working with our
international partners.

Europe will be a responsible global leader. The challenges we face today affect us all. We will continue working with
our partners in the world to uphold and develop the rules-based international order, to make the most of new trading
opportunities and to jointly tackle global issues such as preserving our environment and fighting climate change.



Wilfried Martens Future of Europe Lecture by Michel Barnier

KU Leuven, 29 April 2019

This evening | want to talk to you about three things: Urgency. Determination. Hope.

Three significant words for the European project these days — when you look at the world, at
all the challenges but also opportunities ahead, at home and abroad.
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i Search
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Commission

Home > Policies » Justice and fundamental rights > Effective justice > Improving the effectiveness of national justice systems

Improving the effectiveness of national

justice systems

National justice systems play a key role in upholding the rule of law, restoring
confidence and the return to growth.

Background

PAGE CONTENTS

Background

National justice systems play a key role in upholding the rule of law,

European semester
P restoring confidence and the return to growth.

Structural funds supporting

justice reforms To improve the effectiveness of national justice systems, the European

Commission relies on several tools. They are
Technical assistance on justice

reforms « European semester

Cooperation and verification structural funds supporting justice reforms

mechanism + technical assistance on justice reforms

coaperation and verification mechanism
European e-Justice portal

European e-Justice portal


Presentator
Presentatienotities
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/effective-justice/improving-effectiveness-national-justice-systems_en


The Future of the EU27 (1/2)

* “the Member States!” ... but no agreement
* “the EU institutions!” ... but no agreement
= slogans (no majorities and nothing concrete)

* Brexit + elections in France and Germany
= 2016-2017 lost year...

2018 detailed plans?

e 23-26 May 2019 European elections

= no leap forward neither an implosion
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New seat projections for the next
European Parliament EU28

Press Releases - 13-04-2019-11:04

Parliament released today the fourth and final set of seat projections, based on a
cross-section of national polls, on the composition of the next (9th) European
Parliament (751 seats).

ALDE Current state of the EP - Apr, 2013
(751 MEPs)

Greens/EFA
S&D ECR
@ EFDD
GUEINGL o
751

om N

D‘Iher Other

projections by seat at EU level


Presentator
Presentatienotities
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190228IPR29246/new-seat-projections-for-the-next-european-parliament-eu28


The Future of the EU27 (2/2)

* no big changes unless crisis

* small, incremental steps in a number of policy areas

* differentiated integration: it already exits and even works
* under the waterline = acquis

= the strenght of the status quo

* paradox: change leads to standstill
* EU = dependent, complex and multi-speed
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Presentator
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Enough to do for the politicians
Enough to reflect on for everyone else
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