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Short intro

� Digital systems and services for 
GLAM and digitally supported 
research 

� Part of the University Library of 
KU Leuven

� Division of Leuven Research & 
Development (LRD)

� Internal and external
partnerships

LIBIS @ KU Leuven
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INSIGHT launch event



Digital research and the need for high quality 
access to digital resources
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Lot’s of data is unique and can 
only be captured once
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Integrated Database for Early Music

Alamire Foundation
• International Centre for the Study of Music in the Low 

Countries 
• Research on medieval music manuscripts

Hercules call 2013
• Flemish investment fund for research infrastructures
• Proposal accepted, budget heavily reduced
• Project kick-off May 2014

INSIGHT launch event
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IDEM research infrastructure
In search of a new data visualisation solution
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IIIF
iiif.io

INSIGHT launch event
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Mirador viewer
projectmirador.org

INSIGHT launch event
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IDEM research infrastructure
Integration of IIIF and Mirador in Rosetta
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IDEM – Live in august 2015
Public access to metadata and direct link to images in Mirador via Omeka

INSIGHT launch event
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IDEM – Anno 2017
35 polyphonic music manuscripts online
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IIIF and Mirador in the picture
Growing interest from research groups and heritage professionals
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Magister Dixit project
Lectio research group, KU Leuven University Libraries, UCL, KBR, LIBIS

INSIGHT launch event
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Digitization & virtual reconstruction of Lecture no tes 
(1425-1797)

Phase I (live March 2016)
• KU Leuven & UCL collections
• 331 complex objects
• > 110.000 images, 4 TB

Phase II (2017)
• + 4 TB
• + Royal Library of Belgium
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Magister Dixit
314 lecture notes in Omeka
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Magister Dixit
540 lecture notes in Mirador
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Magister Dixit project

• Slow loading of library overview
• Difficult to find manuscripts in large collection

Small changes to Mirador implementation

INSIGHT launch event
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Magister Dixit project

Data details phase I
• 331 complex objects
• ca. 110.000 files, 5 TB
• Slow loading of library overview
• Difficult to find manuscripts in large collection

Changes to Mirador implementation

INSIGHT launch event
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Codex Eyckenis
Eighth-century Gospel Book from the treasury of Saint Catherine’s church in Maaseik
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Codex Eyckenis
Extensive metadata, including manifest URL

7������.
 ����.11��������:��� ��������1
;���:.
 ����.11����	2���	�������1�0*6*99�81�������������� <
02��'�	������.
 ����.11����	2���	�������1�0*+*8��61�������������� INSIGHT launch event



�&

Codex Eyckenis manifest file

INSIGHT launch event
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Codex Eyckenis manifest file

INSIGHT launch event
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Loading manifests from different 
repositories in a single viewer

INSIGHT launch event
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Interoperability of digital repositories
Local Mirador instance

INSIGHT launch event
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Interoperability of digital repositories
Demo version of the Mirador viewer, Biblissima project

INSIGHT launch event
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Reuse of digital resources
Codex Eyckensis manuscript puzzle
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IIIF and Mirador in action
Demo film ; Local version
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Exploring the IIIF universe
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Participation

• A/V Technical Specification Group
• Discovery Technical Specification Group

• Manuscripts Community Group
• Museums Community Group
• Newspapers Community Group
• Software Developers Community Group
• Text Granularity Technical Specification Group

INSIGHT launch event
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Participation

INSIGHT launch event



Further implementation of IIIF
New projects, features and collections @ KU Leuven - LIBIS
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New collections and functions

� Proper IIIF manifest URI & collection 
URIs

� Persistent bookmarking
� Visualization of object metadata
� Table of contents
� New Collections
� Annotation function & search API
• Drag and drop 
• Other sources, viewers, media
• Performance & IM
• Authentication API
• Multispectral images
• …

New budget for further implementation of IIIF and Mirador functionalities

INSIGHT launch event
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Opportunities & Challenges
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IIIF and Mirador helps us to promote the 
preservation of research resources in the 

Arts & Humanities
INSIGHT launch event
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INSIGHT launch event

Mirador as a research or a showcase tool?
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Open sharing of resources requires a new mindset
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Thank you!  Questions?
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