The Dutch experience. The role of education in a multicultural society. Regulating freedom of education, equality and tolerance in a pluralistic society

B.P. Vermeulen [Antwerp 21 August 2009, 14.00-17.15]

0. Introduction

1. History: state and society

the rise of the state as a product of civil war (16-18 century); the birth of the national state (18-20 century): French revolution, capitalism/industrialisation, nationality; the role of the national education system (19-20 century)

2. History: constitutional developments 19-21 century

(a) Education is a matter of central government policy

(b) Education must be provided for by government, but non state education must be possible

(c) Non state education must be treated on a par with government schools, under conditions of equal quality (binary system)

(d) Secularisation

3. Church and state systems; human rights limits

(a) Theocracy

(b) Privileged church

(c) Pluralist cooperation

(d) Strict separation

(e)Totalitarian atheism

Limitations set by ECHR (Refah) and EU law (Directives): equality, freedom of religion, neutrality: (a) and (e) not allowed, (b) somewhat problematic

Netherlands: from (b) to (c) to … (d)?

4. Pillarization, sphere sovereignty (1880-1970)

(a) Self-governing institutions (Kuyper): church, school, family, hospital, welfare organisation

(b) Cultural apartheid: living apart together

(c) Cooperation and division of money and power at the central political level (pacification)

(d) Uniformity in morals and social conventions

5. Secularisation, pluralisation, individualisation, multi-culturalism (Islam), migration (1960-)

6. Response as to education (1990-):

(a) Primacy of neutrality: the common school

(b) Arguments of quality and equality

(c) Social cohesion: countering disintegration/segregation and radicalism

7. Response as to migration (1998-)

(a) Restriction of migration

(b) ‘Renationalization’

(c) Stress on integration, individualism and equality

(d) Canon: common ground

8. Two kinds of citizenship; change of sequence

(a)citizenship as legal category: nationality, privileged legal position

(b)citizenship as a socio-moral capacity: capacity and willingness to participate in state, society, labour market

Formerly: if (a) then (b) will follow

Now: only if (b) then (a)

9.Current policy topics

(a) Desegration: countering the split in black and white schools; mixing policies, strengthening of local government competences

(b) citizenship education/canonization

(c) the position of women and homosexuals; countering orthodoxy; the General Equal Treatment Act

(d) supervision of weak Islamic schools

(e) quality issues

Article 23 of the Dutch Constitution

  (1) Education is a fundamental concern for the government [1814]

   (2) All persons shall be free to provide education, without prejudice to the authorities' right of supervision and, with regard to forms of education designated by law, its right to examine the competence and moral integrity of teachers, to be regulated by Act of Parliament.

   (3) Education provided by public authorities shall be regulated by Act of Parliament, paying due respect to everyone's religion or belief. [1848]

   (4) The authorities shall ensure that primary education is provided in a sufficient number of public-authority schools in every municipality. Deviations from this provision may be permitted under rules to be established by Act of Parliament on condition that there is opportunity to receive the said education, whether or not in a public-authority school. [1848; 2006]

   (5) The standards required of schools financed either in part or in full from public funds shall be regulated by Act of Parliament, with due regard, in the case of private schools, to the freedom to provide education according to religious or other belief. [1917]

   (6) The requirements for primary education shall be such that the standards both of private schools fully financed from public funds and of public-authority schools are fully guaranteed. The relevant provisions shall respect in particular the freedom of private schools to choose their teaching aids and to appoint teachers as they see fit. [1917]

   (7) Private primary schools that satisfy the conditions laid down by Act of Parliament shall be financed from public funds according to the same standards as public-authority schools. [1917].

   (8) Every year government informs Parliament concerning the state of the education system. [1814]

