
Austria 2006

Organizing institutions
The European Association for Education Law and Policy (ELA), in conjunction with the 
University of Salzburg, is organizing the International Conference on the Legal Aspects of 
Quality Assurance and Accreditation. The conference is financed by and convened under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Education of Austria.

About
The conference aims at assessing the current state of quality assurance and accreditation 
in Europe. The conference will bring together education law experts, political leaders, key 
members of governments and civil society.

Date
Friday 21 April 2006 till Saturday 22 April 2006

Conference venue 
Austria  - University of Salzburg - Law Faculty - Churfürststraße 1, Lecture Hall 206

Conference Board
Prof. Dr. Jan DE GROOF
Prof. Dr. Walter BERKA
Dr. Gracienne LAUWERS

Conference Office
until 19 April 2006 

Office of the European Association for Education Law and Policy
Arthur Goemaerelei 52
B-2018 ANTWERPEN
Belgium
Tel : +32/3/238.44.23 - Fax : +32/3/238.58.45
E-mail: gracienne.lauwers@ua.ac.be

From 20 April 2006 on: 
University of Salzburg
Law Faculty  - Department for Public Law, 
Kapitelgasse 3 - 5, A 5020 Salzburg 
Ms. Brigitte Pointner and Ms. Ulrike Sautner 
Phone: +43/662/8044/3620 - Fax: +43/662/8044/3629 
E-mail: brigitte.pointner@sbg.ac.at 

Conference Registration Form
The conference registration form can be downloaded from internet
http://www.lawandeducation.com/

Conference Hotel Request Form
The Hotel Request Form can be downloaded from internet
http://www.lawandeducation.com/
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Conference Programme

conference venue - University of Salzburg - Law Faculty  - Churfürststraße 1, Lecture Hall 206

20 April 2006 (Thursday)

 
  Arrival of participants
20.00 Informal meeting of the participants and get-together with keynote speakers  

at the Sala Terrena of the Law Faculty Salzburg, Churfürststraße 1 
(Tuscany wing of the Residence building) 

in the presence of 
Prof. Dr. Kurt SCHMOLLER, Dean of the Faculty of Law

- Buffet -

Part 1: Quality Assurance and Accreditation - Overall Approach

21 April 2006 (Friday)	

8.15 Registration at the Law Faculty of the University of Salzburg, Churfürststraße 1
OPENING 
SESSION 
9.00

Chair
Jan DE GROOF (Belgium) 
President of ELA, College of Europe, TIAS

 
  Opening 

Addresses

Minister of Education of Austria (invited)

Heinrich SCHMIDINGER (Rector of the University of Salzburg and 
Chairman of the Austrian Agency for Quality Assurance)

Theme 1: Quality Assurance in Higher Education - Overview Policy and Legal Issues
9.30

Lecture
A Strategy for the Continuous Enhancement of Quality. 
Friedrich FAULHAMMER (General Director for Higher Education Austria)

10.00

 

Policy and Procedures for Quality Assurance in the Higher Education 
Institutions. 
Dirk VAN DAMME (Chief of the Cabinet of the Minister of Education, 
Flemish Community - Belgium)

10.30 Meet the panel, Q&A
11.00 Coffee Break
11.30 Legal Aspects of Accreditation and the Operation of the NVAO in the Netherlands 

and the Flemish Community.
Leendert J. KLAASSEN (NVAO-Netherlands)

12.00

 

External Quality Assurance Activities (at Institutional or Programme Level): 
European and Legal Perspective . 
Andrei MARGA (Romania, member of the Executive Board of the European 
University Association, President of the University Babes-Bolyai of Cluj-Napoca)

12.30

 
Accreditation and Quality Assurance; Accreditation as Quality Assurance –  
A Skeptical View
Jon HAAKSTAD (NOKUT - Norway)

13.00 Meet the panel, Q&A
13.15 Lunch
 
  Rapporteur of the session
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Theme 2: Accreditation of Fields and Institutions - the Comparative Approach
 
  Chair Walter BERKA (Austria, Faculty of Law - University of Salzburg)
14.00 Lecture Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Turkey within the European Context - 

Üstün ERGÜDER (Director of the Istanbul Policy Center  at the Sabanci University, 
former Rector of Bogaziçi University, member of the International Committee of the 
Council on Higher Education on Accreditation)

14.30   Quality Assurance within Higher Education Institutions. 
Jürgen MITTELSTRASS (Chairmain of the Austrian Science Council)

15.00 Meet the panel, Q&A
15.30 Coffee break

 
  Chair Hans-Peter FÜSSEL (Germany - Hochschule Bremen)

16.00 – 18.00   Round Table with Representatives of Universities, External Quality Assurance Agencies 
and Stakeholders:  
Jon HAAKSTAD (Norway),  
Anatolij KAPUSTIN (Russian Federation), 
Mercedes JAIME-SISO (Spain), 
Dirk VAN DAMME (Austria),
David PALFREYMAN (UK),
Norman SHARP (Scotland), 
Frank HENDRIKS (Netherlands),
Abraham YOGEV (Israel),
Hans SCHUETZE (Canada) 

18.00 Meet the panel, Q&A
 
 

Rapporteur of the session
19.30 Reception given by the Governor of Salzburg and the Mayor of Salzburg

- Residence Building, Residenzplatz 1
21.00 ELA Board meeting

Part 2: Quality Assurance and Accreditation 
in a European and International Context  - Reciprocal Rights

22 April 2006 (Saturday)

 Theme 3: Accreditation and Quality Control from a European and International Perspective

Chair Antonio BARBAS HOMEM (Portugal - University of Lisbon)
9.00 Lecture Accountability Procedures: Legal and Policy Recommendations 

Angelika SCHADE (GERMANY) 
9.30  

 
The External Quality Assurance and the Autonomy of Universites. 
Georg WINCKLER (Austria) - President European University Association

10.00 Meet the panel, Q&A
10.30 Coffee Break
11.00   European Standards and Guidelines for External and Internal Quality Assurance Agencies 

within the wider European Higher Education Area. 
Peter WILLIAMS (European Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education - 
ENQA)

11.45 Meet the panel, Q&A
12.30 Lunch
 
 

Rapporteur of the session
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Chair Hermann AVENARIUS (Deutsches Institut für Internationale Pädagogische Forschung, 
Germany)

14.00 Lecture Guidelines of Good Practice in the Assessment, Improvement and Maintenance of Quality 
in Higher Education. 
Séamus PUIRSEIL, Secretary of International Network of Quality Assurance Agencies in 
Higher Education (INQAAHE) and Chief Executive of HETAC 

14.30   The Basis for Bringing Different Higher Education Communities across the EHEA 
together. 
Pavel ZGAGA (Slovenia)

15.00 Meet the panel, Q&A
15.30 Coffee break
16.00   Quality Audits – an External Support to Quality Development in Universities? 

Alexander KOHLER (Austria – Managing Director of the Austrian Agency for Quality 
Assurance) 

16.30   Comparative Aspects between European and Anglo-Saxon Procedures and Techniques of 
Quality Control and Quality Assurance in Offshore Higher Education Ventures 
Jim JACKSON and John ORR (Australia - Southern Cross University),  
Charles RUSSO (USA - Dayton University)

17.00 Meet the panel, Q&A
 
 

Final Report
Gracienne LAUWERS (Belgium)

19.30 Dinner at the Castle Restaurant of the Salzburg Fortress

23 April 2006 (Sunday)

Cultural Programme
 
  Departure of the Participants
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Nr   Name First name Organisation Country
1 Professor Dr. Avenarius Hermann Deutsches Institut für Internationale 

Pädagogische Forschung (Germany)
Germany

2 Professor Dr. Barbas Homem Antonio University of Lisbon Portugal

3 Mr. Barry Brendan Cheadle Thompson & Haysom Inc South Africa

4 Professor Dr. Berka Walter Universität Salzburg 
(Rechtswissenschaftliche Fakultät) 
(Austria)

Austria

5 Ms. Bezjak Sandra ASHE (Agency for Science and 
Higher Education established by 
the Government of the Republic of 
Croatia)

Croatia

6 Professor Bozo Dhurata Albanian Accreditation Agency 
for Higher Education, Director, 
Associate Professor

Albania

7 Ms. Carracedo Leonor Ministry of Education and 
Science (Dirreccion General de 
Universidades)

Spain

8 Professor Dr. De Groof Jan Government Commissioner, College 
of Europe (Bruges) and TIAS, ELA

Belgium

9 Dr. Deluka-Tibljas Aleksandra University of Rijeka Croatia

10 Professor Dondelinger Germain Ministry of Culture, Education, 
Science (Luxembourg)

Luxembourg

11 Professor Erguder Ustun 
(and companion)

Istanbul Policy Center (Sabanci 
Universitesi Kampusu

Turkey

12 Director 
General

Faulhamer Friedrich Bundesministeriums für Bildung, 
Wissenschaft und Kultur: General 
Director for Higher Education 
(Austria)

Austria

13 Professor Dr. Füssel Hans-Peter Hochschule Bremen (Germany) Germany

14 Ms. Gaibie Shamima 
(and companion)

Cheadle Thompson & Haysom Inc South Africa

15 Ms. Gaydarska Nadia International Business School 
(Bulgaria)

Bulgaria

16 Ms. Gaydarska Lena International Business School 
(Bulgaria)

Bulgaria

17 Assistant 
Director

Haakstad Jon NOKUT ( Nasjonalt organ for 
kvalitet i utdanningen) (Norway)

Norway

18 Dr. Hackl Elsa University of Vienna (Austria) Austria

19 Drs. Hendriks Frank Vrije Universiteit Netherlands

20 Dr. Hopbach Achim German Accreditation Council - 
Managing Director

Germany

21 Ms. Jaime-Siso Mercedes Agencia Nacional de Evaluación de 
la Calidad y Acreditación (ANECA) 

Spain

22 Professor Jackson Jim Southern Cross University - Law 
Faculty (Australia)

Australia

23 Mr. Jäger Marc University of Passau Germany
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24 Professor Dr. Kapustin Anatolij Peoples Friendship University - 
Dean of the Law Faculty
(Russian Federation)

Russian Federation

25 Dr. Klaassen Leendert J. NVAO Netherlands

26 Mr. Klingstedt Stig Ministry of Education and Research 
(Norway)

Norway

27 Mr. Kohler Alexander Östenreichische 
Qualitätssicherungsagentur (Austria)

Austria

28 Dr. Lauwers Gracienne European Association for Education 
Law and Policy, Interuniversity 
Centre for Education Law and Policy 
(Antwerp)

Belgium

29 Professor Lončar-Vicković Sanja University of Osijek Croatia

30 Professor Marić Sonja University of Osijek Croatia

31 Professor Dr. Marga Andrei President of the Babes-Bolyai 
University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

Romania

32 Professor Dr. Mencer Helena Jasna University of Zagreb, Rector Croatia

33 Professor Dr. Mita Nikoleta University Of Tirana Albania

34 Professor Dr. Mittelstrass Jürgen Head of the Austrian Science Council 
(Austria)

Austria

35 Ms. Muminović Lejla University of Sarajevo Bosnia-Herzegovina

36 Professor Netkova Bistra South East European University 
(SEEU), Pro-Dean at the Law 
Faculty

Macedonia

37 Mr. Nielsen Gard Realf H. Ministry of Education and Research 
(Norway)

Norway

38 Mr. Orr John Southern Cross University - Law 
Faculty (Australia)

Australia

39 Mr. Palfreyman David New College Oxford (UK) UK

40 Ms. Parri Janne Ministry of Education and Research Estonia

41 Dr. Petranovic Anamari University of Rijeka - Faculty of 
Law

Croatia

42 Ms. Pettersen Lone Ramdahl University of Oslo - Faculty of Law 
(Norway)

Norway

43 Ms. Petrović Višnja ASHE (Agency for Science and 
Higher Education established by 
the Government of the Republic of 
Croatia)

Croatia

44 Mr. Puirseil Seamus Secretary of INQAAHE, Chief 
Executive of HETAC

Ireland

45 Professor Dr. Reuter Lutz R. (and 
partner)

Helmut Schmidt Universität 
(Germany)

Germany

46 Professor Dr. Russo Charles University of Dayton (USA) USA

47 Mr. Rustad Sverre Ministry of Education and Research 
(Norway)

Norway

48 Dr. Schade Angelica Fachhochschule im Deutschen Roten 
Kreuz, Stiftung zur Akkreditierung 
von Studiengängen in Deutschland 
(Germany)

Germany
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49 Professor Dr. Schuetze Hans G. University of Brittish Columbia 
(Canada)

Canada

50 Mr. Schöttler Ingo (and partner) University of Passau Germany

51 Mr. Sharp Norman QAA Scotland (UK) UK

52 Ms. Sujka Izabela Bureau of the Polish State 
Accreditation Committee

Poland

53 Ms. Vasha Etleva Albanian Accreditation Agency for 
Higher Education, Program Officer

Albania

54 Professor Dr. Van Damme Dirk Chief of the Cabinet of the Minister 
of Education (Flemish Government-
Belgium)

Belgium

55 Dr. Varnagy Peter University of Pécs - Institute of Adult 
Education and Human Resources 
Development (Hungary), Vice-Dean, 
Senior Lecturer

Hungary

56 Drs. Vidoni Daniele CRELL - Centre for Research on 
Lifelong Learning

Italy

57 Mr. Williams Peter ENQA UK

58 Professor Winkler Georg President of the European Rector 
Conference

Austria

59 Professor Yogev Abraham Tel Aviv University (Israel) Israel

60 Professor Dr. Zgaga Pavel University of Ljubliana (Slovenia) Slovenia

61 Ms. Zideluna Sigita Ministry of Education Latvia


